ESSAYS ON 1HE GITA

them for mastery, the Avatar is unseen or appears onl]
for occasional comfort and aid, but at every crisis his
hand is felt, yet in such a way that all imagine
themselves to be the protagonists and even Arjuna, his
nearest friend and chief instrument, does not perceive
that he is an instrument and has to confess at last that
all the while he did not really know his divine Friend
He has received counsel from his wisdom, help from
his power, has loved and been loved, has even adored
without understanding his divine nature ; but he has
been guided like all others through his own egoism
and the counsel, help and direction have been given
in the language and received by the thoughts of the
Ignorance. Until the moment when all has been
pushed to the terrible issue of the struggle on the field
of Kurukshetra and the Avatar stands at last, still not
as fighter, but as the charioteer in the battle-car wliich
carries the destiny of the fight, he has not revealed
Himself even to those whom he has chosen.

Thus the figure of Krishna becomes, as it were,
the symbol of the divine dealings with humanity.
Through our egoism and ignorance we are moved,
thinking that we are the doers of the wwk, vaunting
of ourselves as the real causes of the result, and that
which moves us we see only occasionally as some vague
or even some human and earthly fountain of know-
ledge, aspiration, force, some Principle or Light or
Power which we acknowledge and adore without
knowing what it is until the occasion arises that forces
us to stand arrested before the Veil. And the action
in which this divine figure moves is the whole wide
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